
 
 
 
Introduction 
Tonio Andrade 
 
I am proud to introduce the second volume of Emory Endeavors in History, a special 
edition focusing on China. The articles were all written by students in my junior-senior 
history seminar “The Middle Kingdom: China and the World,” and each treats a different 
aspect of China’s interactions with the wider world during the Late Imperial, Republican, 
and Communist periods of Chinese history. Some focus on Chinese abroad, such as 
Emory’s first Chinese student or a young Chinese man who fought on the Confederate 
side in the US Civil War. Others focus on westerners in China, such as women 
missionaries, or the leftist writer Philip J. Jaffe, or the British and American soldiers who 
fought in the momentous Taiping Rebellion of the mid-nineteenth century. Others still 
focus on China’s “Nationalities,” such as the Hui Moslem people who were involved in 
the tumultuous Tungan Rebellion. Each article offers a different perspective on modern 
Chinese history, and together they provide not just a testament to undergraduate 
scholarship but also a vivid introduction to a complex period in Chinese history.  
 
The journal opens with Ian Deek’s well-written and focused article on the Chinese 
gentry’s reception of Christianity in the nineteenth century. After first deftly examining 
the term “gentry” itself, Ian then explores traditional historiographical explanations for 
the gentry’s rejection of Christianity, focusing on the argument that the literati of China 
rejected Christianity out of a sense of cultural superiority. He rejects this argument, 
which he says smacks of Europe’s own ethnocentrism, and puts forward another one: the 
gentry rejected Christianity because Christian missionaries threatened their intellectual 
authority, which was based on Confucian ideals.  
 
Stephanie DiIullo’s wonderful contribution introduces Emory’s first Chinese student, 
Tsoong Kia-tsing, who entered the college in 1891. Tsoong was not the first Chinese 
national to enroll in a US university, but his career is interesting for the light it sheds on 
Emory’s own history and on the history of Southern Methodism, especially since Tsoong 
carried out correspondence with Young John Allen, an Emory alumnus who served as a 
missionary in China and became a key influence on some of China’s most important 
reformers. DiIullo’s work on Tsoong is pioneering, for he has not been the subject of any 
previous scholarly work, and she has marshaled an impressive array of primary sources 
for her account, which she found primarily in Emory’s Manuscripts and Rare Books 
Library MARBL.  
 
Alex Gouzoules’s masterly article focuses on one of the oddest and most destructive 
rebellions in a history filled with rebellions: the Taiping Rebellion of the Late Qing 
period. Led by a prophet named Hong Xiuquan, who believed he was Jesus’ younger 
brother, the “God Worshippers” launched a military strike that nearly brought the Qing 
Dynasty to its end. The Qing managed to triumph over the rebels due to partly to Taiping 
internal problems and partly to pragmatic Qing generals who developed new fighting 



forces by relying on western advisors. Gouzoules examines these advisors’ roles, 
showing that, in contrast to the standard understanding of the conflict, the Taiping, like 
the Qing, also relied on significant help from western soldiers and mercenaries.  
 
Robert Hale’s daring article was the result of a long and quixotic quest to trace the travels 
of the “Chinese Confederate” C.K. Marshall. After corresponding with other scholars and 
making research trips to several archives, Hale turned up little, so he writes as much 
about the search as about the subject himself. Ultimately, we are left with a few 
tantalizing clues, which Hale weaves into a provisional narrative. But Hale has recently 
received a new set of sources from a descendant of one of his main subjects, and he has 
been asked to continue his research and publish it in a professional journal.  
 
“Uncovering Mary Houston,” by Sofia Mirkopoulos, seeks to explore the life of a 
mysterious figure: the wife of one of Emory’s most famous alumni, missionary Young 
John Allen. Mary Houston accompanied her husband to Shanghai just before the US 
Civil War and ended up living there for decades, raising children, doing mission work, 
and educating young Chinese women. Yet there is almost nothing written about her in the 
scholarly literature. Sofia’s article is one of the first scholarly treatments of Mary 
Houston, and it is based on a set of delightful and little-used letters from her to her 
husband, which repose in MARBL. We catch a glimpse of a complex and intriguing 
woman, and Mirkopoulos has provided a valuable first step toward understanding her and 
her activities in China. 
 
From the nineteenth century we jump to the mid-twentieth with Patrick Nichols’s article, 
which focuses on the fascinating and understudied figure of Philip J. Jaffe, an American 
journalist and writer. He is most known for a sedition trial in 1946 in which he pled guilty 
to the unlawful possession of government documents, the so-called Amerasia case. 
Nichols uses records held in MARBL to look into another, equally intriguing event: 
Jaffe’s candid interview with Mao Zedong. Jaffe’s notes about the entire interview are 
held at Emory, and Nichols uses them to explore Jaffe’s attitudes toward Mao and his 
role in propagating Mao’s propaganda to an American readership. Given that there is so 
little scholarly work on Jaffe, Nichol’s article is a valuable contribution. 
 
Lewis Ouksel’s excellent piece focuses on an important rebellion that shook northwest 
China during the late Qing Dynasty. The Tungan Rebellion began in 1862 and lasted 
more than a decade. It was a tumultuous period for China, for the Tungan was just one of 
several rebellions that convulsed the Middle Kingdom in the mid-nineteenth century, and 
it is a wonder that the Qing survived the tumult. Ouksel deftly navigates the 
historiography around the rebellion and finds a middle ground and suggests that 
explanations focusing solely on religion or military variables must be tempered by a 
nuanced understanding the variegated participants themselves, who often had widely 
differing motives. It is a well-written and persuasive piece. 
 
In “An Identity Crisis,” Stefanie Rubin surveys the reception of western art in China after 
the Cultural Revolution, tracing how western European and North American influences 
became more pervasive, especially in the 1980s, as Soviet-Union-influenced socialist 



realist styles were abandoned. Indeed, we see in the 1980s and 1990s an explosion of 
Chinese art greater even than that which followed the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1912, 
and today some Chinese artists are mass-producing works for sale abroad, amassing huge 
fortunes.  
 
Eric Shaffer’s delightful article explores the peregrinations of the Mir Yeshiva, a Torah 
school whose students and staff undertook a long and perilous journey to escape the 
Nazis, ending up finally in Japanese-occupied Shanghai. Founded in Eastern Poland in 
the early nineteenth century, the Mir Yeshiva established a reputation as one of the 
premier yeshivas in Europe, and when its home town of Mir fell under Soviet rule in 
1939, it relocated to Lithuania, but as Soviet control over Lithuania deepened in 1939 and 
1940, the yeshiva sought another avenue of escape. This was a difficult prospect, since it 
was nearly impossible for Jews to acquire visas. The yeshiva students found help in the 
“Japanese Schindler,” the consulate general of Japan in Lithuania, Sugihara Chiune, who 
helped them arrange visas that allowed them to take up residence in Shanghai. Shaffer 
traces their journey and their travails in Shanghai, advancing an intriguing argument: the 
yeshiva students’ arrogance was what helped them to survive as a group when so many 
other Jews perished. 
 
Sana Shakir’s article also focuses on arrogance, this time on a western image of China 
that emerged in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries that imagined China as an 
arrogant, insular, and stagnant empire. In a clever historiographical survey, she argues 
that until quite recently this image was still very much a part of historical discourse, 
arising out of a misunderstanding of the reasons behind the failure of the famous 
Macartney Mission of 1792-1793. According to Shakir, instead of blaming the failure on 
Chinese arrogance, we must instead understand how Chinese diplomatic aims, which 
were buttressed by Confucianism, were simply incompatible with British aims. What was 
seen as a cultural misunderstanding becomes instead diplomatic incommensurability. 
 
Finally, Lisa Spees’s contribution focuses on missionary women in China, and it is 
notable for its insistence on examining not just these missionaries’ influence upon China 
but also China’s influence upon them. By zeroing in on a selection of intriguing 
individual cases, Spees shows how western missionaries found new opportunities in 
China, where they had, Spees suggests, more freedom to take on leadership roles than 
they might have found at home, although, as Spees points out, they did not have as many 
opportunities to intervene in the political sphere as did their male counterparts. It is 
intriguing that female missionaries were arguably more influential in bringing their 
Chinese experiences to western audiences than were male missionaries, despite the fact 
that they were numerically fewer, in the form of bestselling books such as Ida Pruitt’s A 
Daughter of Han and Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth. 
 
In sum, I am proud to have taught the students whose work appears here, and I expect 
that the reader will find in these pages not just edification, but also enjoyment and 
inspiration.  
 
 


